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Light out Of  Darkness     (Houston 2006)

Romans 13:12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.

13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.  14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

The King James Version

If you look in a dictionary you find that darkness is the absence of light. Darkness is the opposite of light. Darkness is defined as gloomy, dismal, sinister, evil, sullen, angry, secret, mysterious, night, a state of ignorance such as the saying - in the dark, or a state of  unenlightenment –(we refer to the dark ages 5th to the 10th century as being unenlightened & sometimes let it cover the whole of the medieval period until the 15th Century), , 

Theologians associate darkness in the scriptures with the chaos that existed before creation and therefore with bad luck, rebellion, evil, affliction (as with Job), with death and Sheol as Job so describes it in

Job 10:21,22

21 Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death; 22 A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any order, and where the light is as darkness. The King James Version

In the scriptures Jesus is referred to as being the light, the light of the world, John 1; 9 and those who have not accepted Jesus as being in darkness John 12; 35. In Acts 26; 17-18 when Paul is recounting what Jesus said to him after he had been blinded by the light on the way to Damascus he said that he was told to go to the Gentiles to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light from the dominion of Satan to God. Why? ; So that they could receive forgiveness for their sins and obtain their inheritance in Jesus. That is be saved and healed. This is emphasised in John 12; 40 where following on from verse 36 in which Jesus is saying that whilst they have the light with them (Jesus) they should believe in the light that they may become sons of God - he is telling from Isaiah 53 how Satan has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts so that they cannot see or believe and be converted and healed. So again this idea that light is all good and darkness is all bad comes across strongly. 

Darkness equals sickness and light equals healing. 

In John 9; 4 Jesus,(including Himself in this), says that we have to get on and do the works of God whilst it is still day because night is coming when no man will be able to work. He says that while He is in the world He is the light of the world. I surmise He says this because He knows that He is soon to go away.  However in Romans 13; 12 Paul seems to be saying the opposite. He says that the night is almost gone and the day is at hand. Paul knows two things – a) that Jesus is going to come again and b) that day – the kingdom - is at hand – has already come and we can put it on – we can live in it now. 

Romans 13; 12 The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. The New American Standard Bible

In Isaiah 14; 12, Satan is referred to as Lucifer the ‘light bearer’ ‘the morning star’ ‘son of the morning’ ‘angel of light’ yet when he fell from grace he became the ruler of darkness Eph.6:12, the prince of this world is referred to in Jn. 14:30

So for many, many, years, in fact until just a few months ago it was all cut and dried – it was black and white. Darkness is bad and sin and evil whereas light is good, salvation and healing. BUT - We know from the bible that darkness came first before light and then darkness & light existed before God made day and night. They existed before God made the sun and the moon. 

Then I thought is darkness always bad? It is usually in the darkness of night that our bodies and minds receive refreshment and restoration and healing in sleep. It is in the darkness of sleep that God so often speaks to us – as in dreams. So darkness is good for something.

It was reading 2 Corinthians 4:6

6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

The King James Version

That made me start thinking differently about darkness - God commanded the light to shine out of darkness. When did he do that? Right back in creation 

Genesis 1:2,3

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 

The King James Version

So first there was only darkness. Then God spoke light into existence. But the amazing thing to me was that the light existed in the darkness. Darkness and light existed together. God saw that the light was good and in verse 4 he separated the light from the darkness. We know that physically light and darkness cannot exist together. He did not shine the light of Christ or any other kind of light into the darkness. He did not dispel the darkness or get a murky gloom. No the two opposites existed together because he was able to separate them. The nearest I can get to thinking about it is when I was a child during the second world war there used to be an ack ack battery or shall we say an artillery station on Lobley Hill above our village. When the German bombers came over and the sirens went off we used to go into the shelter in our garden. However we often used to stand outside and see the searchlights go up to try and spot the planes. The lights used to pierce straight through the darkness shooting upwards into the sky. This was light out of darkness – but this was generated light – not created light, not spoken into existence light. My other way of thinking about it is when you get dark and white chocolate marbled together. The white and the dark exist side by side and neither is contaminated by the other. 

As we read in 2 Corinthians 4; 6 ; I love the idea that God took the light that he called out from the darkness and shone it into our hearts. But let us go back to that original darkness in Genesis where we learn that the darkness covered the deep and the Spirit of God  - the Holy Spirit – hovered over the face of the waters. The KJV commentary agrees with me that the reference to the deep is simply meaning the waters. So, if as I picture it, the darkness covered the waters like a blanket, then the Holy Spirit was actually hovering over the blanket of darkness. All of the commentators that I have read appear to consider that the darkness means chaos. I do not have time to bring in any reference in this talk to the gap theory, I am not ruling it out, but with or without it my own concept would still hold water (to make a pun). But I want us to consider another aspect of darkness that is presented in the bible, which I found difficult to comprehend at first. I have always thought of God’s glory as a sort of golden light that is kind of luminous but in 1 Kings 8:10

10 And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, The King James Version and in verse 12 & 2 Chronicles 6:1 we read 

Then said Solomon, The LORD hath said that he would dwell in the thick darkness. 
The King James Version. This cloud was thick darkness. A different word ‘araphel’ is used for darkness instead of the word ‘choshek’ in Genesis. But the idea that God dwells in thick darkness came as a shock to me. 

In Genesis 15 God is making the covenant with Abraham which he knows that Abraham will not be able to keep 100%. Abraham has done all the work of cutting the heifer and the goat and the ram and the turtledove into halves which, he lay side by side with a space between. Just as he had finished this, a fear of great darkness fell upon him. The word for darkness is a form of ‘chosek’ is this the fear of the Lord, then as at the time of creation, the darkness - the presence of God cmes upon him as he falls asleep? Then to seal the covenant instead of both parties walking between the sacrifices as would have been the way – Abraham is fast asleep and a smoking furnace and a burning lamp (the light bearers) passed between the carcasses and in that same day the Lord made a covenant with Abraham. 

There are more examples of the presence God in the thick darkness. In Exodus, when God wanted to talk to Moses on the top of Mount Sinai, the people were afraid of the thundering and lightning on the top of the mountain and so they told Moses to go and speak to God and then come back and tell them what He said. Because they were frightened to have God speak to them directly despite the fact that Moses tried to reassure them. 

Exodus 20:21And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God was. The King James Version (darkness 6205 araphel)

In Exodus 14 where the Egyptians are chasing the Israelites the Angel of God stood between them as a cloud of darkness and the word for darkness is the same as in Genesis, ‘chosek’ and the wonderful thing about the presence of God in the darkness here is that it gave the darkness of night to the Egyptians and he light of day to the Israelites. Again this idea of light out of darkness comes across so clearly. We see this again in Exodus 10 where God instructed Moses to stretch his hand out to heaven so there would be darkness ‘chosek’ over the land for three days and we get again an indication that this darkness was the presence of God because it says this darkness could be felt. Can you imagine that? They could feel the darkness – so often here at Beggars Roost we know that we can feel the presence – it is tangible. But again this was a supernatural darkness because it existed side by side with light. All the children of Israel had light in their dwellings this has therefore to me got to mean that even the light of oil lamps in the Egyptian dwellings could not penetrate the thick darkness,(was it the presence of God?) – in John 1 we get the light and the darkness side by side but here the darkness of the world, the blindness and the rebellion of the people cannot comprehend the light of Christ. Nor could the hardness of the heart of Pharaoh comprehend the presence of God.

In Matthew and the crucifixion - I want to push this idea just a little bit further when we come to the cross. From the 6th to the ninth hour there was darkness over the land, some say the world – I gather that the darkness of the time of the crucifixion is remarked on by Dionsysius in Egypt. But this was thick darkness for three hours and again there are all kinds of arguments given to rule out the possibility of it being an eclipse. There would appear, like with the darkness in Egypt, to be no reference to the light of lamps. This was total darkness during which time Jesus took into himself all the sickness and sin of the whole world past, present and future. I used to think that the darkness was simply to hide this hideous happening from the view of people but could the darkness have been the presence of God with Jesus through this most awful and harrowing of times? The presence of Father to hold and comfort Him in love whilst he went through it for the world. Immediately after the 9th hour when the darkness lifted we have Jesus crying out from Psalm 22 My God, my God why hast thou forsaken me?  I have heard all kinds of explanations and rationales for this but could it simply be that Father had been with him right though those hours but now had lifted His presence and Jesus had to go through the death and descent into Sheol the other darkness on His own and he felt abandoned? He quickly makes a decision and gives up His spirit to Father. From out of the three days in the darkness of the tomb He broke forth with resurrection power. 

I am not sure how to express it but this darkness, this proper fear of the Lord and the comprehension of His presence with us and upon us is part of the supernatural process of His healing through Jesus.

A year or so ago I was struck or to use Christian jargon ‘convicted’ by Acts 5:16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed. The New International Version
From passages such as Matthew 4v23,24 I know that Jesus healed all who came to him. 

But Acts 5;16 is not about Jesus - it is about Peter and the rest of the disciples. It is about ordinary men and women, like us, who have been born again by accepting the life, death, resurrection and ascension  of Jesus.They have committed their lives to Him and been baptised in the Holy Spirit. So what was so different about them then that ‘all were healed’. Prior to this we read of the occasional healing - such as the lame man at the Beautiful Gate - but it seemed to me that something distinctive must occurred to stir things up - to magnify the anointing.

On reading back through the chapter I realised that all this new outburst of activity where “many signs and wonders were taking place”. Where in Acts 5:14 we are told - And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number; (The New American Standard Bible) Even the shadow of Peter was deemed to be of immense importance. This all followed on from the horrific events of the death of Ananias and Saphira for telling lies about having given all of the money from the sale of their land to the church. Peter said that they were not lying to men, they were lying to God. He said that they were putting the Spirit of the Lord to the test. Saphira fell dead at his feet, they buried her beside her husband – “And great fear came upon the whole church, and upon all who heard of these things.” (Acts 5:11)

A great fear – as I understand it - a great fear of the Lord. We see throughout the Old Testament how amazing things occurred when the “fear of the Lord was upon them True fear of the Lord is to live in full accordance with His will. At the time of Acts 5 the disciples were a living example of truly living in fear of the Lord with the consequence that all who came to them were healed. 

 One of the best illustrations I can give of how to explain Fear of God concerns a friend, Tony John. Tony smuggles bibles into countries where they are not allowed and at the moment he is working out of Thailand because it has borders with such countries as Cambodia. In one of his newsletters recently Tony wrote this – “Whilst in Thailand one of our team had a dream that we would be going to help an old lady and her daughter. So it was no surprise when the next day we were asked to do just that. 1 had been getting words from supporters for weeks before saying: Do not be afraid and that a thousand might fall at my left, and ten thousand at my right but 1 will not be harmed. We travelled many hours and eventually reached an isolated little one bedroom house in the middle of nowhere. Inside was an old lady and her daughter both with the most vile disease 1 have ever seen in my life, worse than leprosy they looked like they had just come out of a furnace. Their skin was being eaten away, no hair, lips, or eyebrows, and avoided by all for fear of catching the disease. Kind hearted people would leave a little food outside their home and someone had even managed to contact the Queen of Thailand who kindly arranged doctors to do what they could, but to no avail. The two were too embarrassed to see us but we took the bull by the horns and went

in and found them cowering. I laid hands on them both together, this little old lady and her daughter, I immediately sensed such love from above. I could not pray so I just waited on Father for what seemed a long time, then I kissed them both from Jesus. I opened my mouth and told the spirit it had been there long enough and it was to come with me and leave the house with me, not something I would do but Father directed me. I knew that we should leave immediately and we did, then praying together outside a huge bird, the size of a vulture flew straight at the window followed by a loud roar of thunder. I asked Father: have you healed them? and He said yes, but they will only see it a little at a time. He said that although they would see an improvement now, their skin would be cleaner each day and that each morning they would rush to the mirror and see their beauty return and that the young girl would sleep with a mirror now. News of what had happened had reached base before we had and a pastor was waiting to greet us with a long list of others needing help. Just one little old lady and her girl in a world of Earthquakes, Tsunamis, Hurricanes and devastation.”  
I phoned Tony. I said that to go and pray for the lady and the girl was a wonderful thing to do but to lean over and kiss them was amazing and way beyond the normal call of duty when there could be the fear of catching this awful disease. Tony said that he was more afraid of not doing what God told him than he was of any disease. The lady and the girl have now got their hair back and are progressing well.

But Tony in the darkness of that hovel was covered and held safe by the fear of the Lord with the resurrection power to tell the spirit of death to leave and the light of life shone forth.

God is Spirit and pure and holy and dwells in the darkness, Jesus is the light that came to live in the darkness of this world. As Jesus said ‘we have to live in this world but we are not of this world’ therefore although we are enveloped in the darkness of the world we actually live in the light of the kingdom – we are light coexisting with darkness. If as with Tony John we live in the fear of the Lord – then we are covered by the cloud - this gives us the opportunity and the authority to call the light out of darkness – the relief out of pain – the healing out from sickness, the beauty out of ashes. As with Lazarus Jesus called life out from death. He called Lazarus out from the darkness of the tomb and death. This is creation power – God said let there be light. With one exception, Jesus always spoke the healing into existence – the exception is Mark 8; 25. The blind man into whose eyes He spit and the man first saw men like trees and Jesus covered his eyes again and the sight was restored. 

Amos, Joel & Zephania & Peter prophesy the day of the Lord as Darkness (Am 5:18-20. Joel 7:2. Zeph 1:15 Acts 2:20) On that day of Judgement the fear of the Lord will inhabit the earth and yet the light of the new Jerusalem, shining in brilliance with no need of Sun or Moon because the Lamb is the lamp the glory of the Lord – that illumines it. (Rev 21) All tears are wiped away, no more crying or pain. That is the kingdom to come but we in Christ can live in the Kingdom now.
This weekend) the Holy Spirit is moving in this place over the darkness, that is in the lives of people and under the cover of the cloud -we are going to call the light, the healing out from that. Whatever your darkness, your void, your chaos might be, Jesus is with you in it, I am asking the presence of God to cover it like a blanket and the Holy Spirit to hover over it as we call out the healing from sickness, the joy from depression, the beauty from ashes so that in Paul’s words you will know your inheritance amongst those who have been sanctified by faith in Christ Jesus. That inheritance is resurrection power. 

And we claim the promise in 
Isaiah 42:16 “And I will lead the blind by a way they do not know,

In paths they do not know I will guide them.

I will make darkness into light before them

And rugged places into plains.

These are the things I will do,

And I will not leave them undone.”

The New American Standard Bible

What wasn’t and isn’t shall be as if it was. 

